Executive Committee Meeting

June 18th – 20th, 2004

in Singapore

Minutes
1. Opening

IFLRY president Emil Kirjas opened the meeting and welcomed the member organisations to Singapore

2. Roll Call and Voting Rights
JOVD questioned the number of members from member organisations; they are stated as zero in some cases. Emil KIRJAS advised him to ask the question again under point number ten. The question is more related to membership issues then to the roll call. He added that some organisations didn’t submit their amount of members, and that therefore IFLRY administrates this as an organisation with zero members. 
The roll call was processed and the votes distributed accordingly.

3. Adoption of Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes were adopted as proposed

4. Adoption of Agenda
The agenda were adopted as proposed

5. Decision on urgency of late resolutions

No urgency resolutions presented
6. Reports from the Bureau

The bureau members presented their reports

JOVD raised questions about the regional responsibility of the USA, the activities in the UN and which Asian organisations that are interested in membership of IFLRY
Emil KIRJAS answered that Young Democrats of America have observer status in IFLRY. They are not a sustainable organisation, during this election campaign they are more organised. Emil KIRJAS received an invitation for the Convention of the Democrats in the end of July. For the UN, IFLRY are participating in the Youth employment network at the moment. 

KALIPI asked about the accomplishments of IFLRY during the past half year, regarding the development in the regions. 

Danielle PAULSSEN: the last six months have been used to create personal contact with Asian democratic liberal youth organisations.

Martin SJÖGREN: we have accepted our first African member organisation in 1989. In Ghana and Senegal we have liberal governments, in fact in both countries are led by one of our member organisations. Africa now has more democracies then 15 years ago. IFLRY is observing this very well.

Ramona MANESCU: The political situation in the South Caucasus is bad. The population in this region are counting on our support. It is important for them to share experiences with our MO’s in order to develop themselves in the right direction.  

Linda LINDHOLM: I have been working in many different areas. The Ukrainian case is interesting me very much. Our member organisation Limo is most probably linked to the government. IFLRY is not happy with this development. When IFLRY organised a contact making seminar in Kiev, we scouted a very promising organisation that might become one of our MO’s in the future. As I am also in charge for Afghanistan, I would also like to update you on the developments there. As you might know, the first democratic elections in Afghanistan are postponed till September. IFLRY would then very much like to send observers from one or more MO’s. IFLRY is now exploring the possibilities for these observations.

Paola SILVA: IFLRY organises this year two events in Latin America. I am planning them since this is my regional responsibility. The bureau is supporting the Latin American MO’s as much as possible. In the past not all MO’s in this region have had the assistance they needed from the IFLRY bureau.  

Jacob RASMUSSEN: Belarus biggest challenge. We got Civil forum as members of IFLRY in November 2003. It is important to keep supporting them in their efforts in Belarus. Been to most congresses of the member organisations in the region and things are going well. Biggest impact has been the enlargement of EU, which also included countries of IFLRY member organisations.
Emil KIRJAS: LI tries, just as IFLRY, to be truly global, therefore they organise their events all over the world and are they attracting more and more non European organisations. From 10 till 13 June the EP elections were hold in the EU. ELDR maintained the number of seats, the conservatives (EPP) and social democrats dropped down. ELDR will therefore maintain the decisive group in the EP.

7. Financial status of 2003

Jacob RASMUSSEN informed about IFLRY’s finances for 2003:

The result for 2003 was a surplus of approximately 15000 euro, depending on the final revision of the auditors. 

The main reasons for the surplus were: 


-Lower bureau travel costs due to statutory events held in Europe


-More membership fees paid


-The A3029 grant was bigger than expected

Jacob RASMUSSEN argued that such a margin was needed to cover unexpected expenses and to keep IFLRY activities going even when expected grants are withdrawn citing the example of ASEF withdrawing the grant from the IFLRY seminar in Kuala Lumpur on Advocating Human Rights seminar.

8. Membership fees 2005
The bureau proposed a continuation of the membership fee, which was adopted by the EC.
9. Reduced Membership fees for 2005

TNL (Romania) applied for a reduced membership fee:  Accepted unanimously

LSL (Romania) applied for minimum membership fee: Accepted unanimously

JLRA (Paraguay) applied for minimum membership fee: 15 votes in favour, 1 abstention

10. Membership issues and applications for candidate and observer membership

a) Applications for membership

JPLA (Andorra) applied for candidature membership. The organisation was presented by Alex ARMENGOL
A representative from KALIPI asked whether JPLA was the only liberal youth organisation in Andorra and JOVD asked whether the youth is independent. JPLA responded that they are indeed the only liberal youth organisation in Andorra and that they have some degree of independence although they are tightly linked to their mother party just as many other organisations in IFLRY.

JPLA was accepted as candidate member unanimously.

ANM (Armenia) had applied for candidature membership but was not present, therefore their application was postponed.
YMRF (Bulgaria) applied for candidature membership. Roger ALBINYANA (LYMEC) gave a positive recommendation saying that YMRF is the second largest in LYMEC and the most liberal organisation in Bulgaria.

YMRF was accepted as candidate member unanimously.

MEEL (Senegal) had applied for candidature membership but was not present, therefore their application was postponed.

IDL (Sri Lanka) applied for candidature membership. The organisation was presented by Rajasinghe DIYAWADA
IDL received questions from KALIPI on whether they are a youth organisation, from UJCD how old their president is and from JOVD if they were representatives at the LI congress and on the internal democracy of the IDL Council of Management. IDL responded that they are a youth organisation, that the definition of youth is culturally linked, that they were present at the LI congress as youth representatives and that their president is 38 or 39 years old.

IDL was accepted as candidate member with 13 votes in favour, 3 abstentions and 0 against.

b) Reports from member organisations
The following organisation presented reports:

YLS (Serbia)

Shinui (Israel)

LUF (Sweden)

KALIPI (Philippines)

11. Presentation of WG's result
See point 12 - resolutions
12. Resolutions

The following resolutions were adopted by the EC:

· Resolution on Afghanistan

· In Support of the Democracy in Armenia

· Revoking the President of Venezuela
· Universality of Human Rights and their protection

· The Democratic situation in Hong Kong

· The situation in Belarus 

· Women’s Rights and Gender Equality in a Globalized World

13. Any other business

Emil KIRJAS presented the upcoming World Youth Festival in august in Barcelona 

14. Date and place of next meeting
To be organised on the evening before the beginning of the next General Assembly in November 2004
15. Closing
Secretary General Jacob RASMUSSEN closed the meeting on behalf of the IFLRY bureau.

