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MINUTES
Executive Committee Meeting, November 25th 2004

1. Opening

IFLRY President Emil KIRJAS welcomed the member organisations to Poland and thanked MC Poland for hosting IFLRY.
2. Roll call and voting rights

Full members:

YLC Canada, UCJD Colombia, VU Denmark, SU Finland, JuLis Germany, SHINUI Israel, LJCJ Lithuania, LLJ Lithuania, LiDeM Macedonia, JD Netherlands, JOVD Netherlands, NUV Norway, JLRA Paraguay, UJTL Senegal, CYA Serbia, LUF Sweden, LDYS UK, MLD Slovenia, MC Poland. 
Candidate and Observer Members:
JPLA Andorra, CPPY Croatia, YAECP Estonia, LSC Romania, JJLL Spain, YABLOKO Russia.
Non Members:

DPP Taiwan, LiYA Turkey, MEEL Senegal, ANM Armenia.

· Number of Votes:
Including Bureau 1 vote a total of 20 votes 
3. Adoption of the agenda

The agenda was adopted without amendments.
4. Adoption of the minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes from the previous meeting were adopted without amendements. 
5. Reports from the Bureau

· The Bureau Reports were distributed previously and these will be discussed in detail during the General Assembly on November 26, 2004. 

· Two persons from the Bureau will leave. The attempt will be made to elect two new Vice Presidents during the General Assembly. Nominations for the elections expired today at 7pm. At the end of the meeting, their names will be announced for voting tomorrow.

· The communication to the MOs during the year was not fully effective. Not all information has been distributed this year, although efforts have been made to compile the materials. It has been promised that effectiveness will increase in the near future.

· Organizations that change their status must announce it. Voting will be held to accept the expansion of the Russian organization YABLOKO from its St. Petersbourg branch to the federal level. 
· YABLOKO representative comments that there is a need for international support to strengthen human rights in Russia and support democracy.

· The Bureau invites the  organizations to get into debate with YABLOKO to see for cooperation in promoting liberal ideals in the country. 

6. Recommendation on the membership issues

Member applications:
· CPPY: Croatia People’s Party Youth. Due to the lack of time, the CPPY representative inivtes others to discuss with him on an individual basis. 

·  YAECP: Youth Assembly of Estonia Center Party. Full members of LYMEC and since 2003 candidate member of IFLRY. 
· LSC: Liberal Students Club (Romania). A student organization from the National Liberal Party, created in 2002. They strive for the spread of liberal ties and principles in youth through their thirty local branches. Since 2003 they are applicant members of IFLRY.  This year they also became applicant members of LYMEC. 
· LYA: Liberal Youth Association (Bulgaria). Arrived late.

· FEL: Federation of Liberal Student (Belgium). Not present so their application has been postponed. 

Candidate membership applications:

· ANM: Armenian National Movemnt. The representative considers that the Armenian government is repressing liberal ideals. The problem is that the government supports only youth organizations that are sympathetic to it, not precisely liberal ones.  

· MEEL: Movement of Liberal Students and Pupils (Senegal). The representative highlighted the role of Senegal in representing the liberals in Africa. 

· LiYA: Turkey. Delayed until the GA. 

Applications for observer status:
· DPP: Democratic People’s Party (Taiwan). Youth wing of the Democratic Party in Taiwan. Striving to spread liberal ideals in Taiwan

**Comments from the Bureau regarding DPP application: Since this application was received after the deadline, tomorrow the General Assembly will decide whether or not to deal with the DPP application and vote or postpone the vote according to such decision. Observer status is granted to those organizations who do not have the requirements to become full members but wish to maintain links with IFLRY, this is not a step towards full membership.

· Not present: Liberal Youth of Congo due to visa problems, Ghana Student Organization, the Organization for Liberal youth from Ivory Coast (due to ongoing conflict). All these applications have been postponed for the next statutory meeting when the organisations will be present. 
7. Applications for a reduced membership fee

No applications.

8. Urgency resolutions

·  Urgent Resolution: Crisis in Cote d’Ivoire, (submitted by the IFLRY Bureau). The Bureau spoke of the urgency of this resolution given the nature of the crisis, that involves militia groups, the government and the populance and the militaristic involvement of the French government. In addition it must be noted that the headquarters of the liberal party was burned down. The Bureau presents the argument that this resolution should be discussed since these events developed after the deadline to submit resolutions. 
· Voting: resolution is urgent and will be treated in the General Assembly
· Urgent Resolution: Resolution for supporting democracy in Cuba, (submitted by LUF, Sweeden). During the last three months, the Cuban government has stepped up the attacks against human rights activists. There is a need to send a clear message that we support our liberal brothers and sisters by adopting this resolution. 

· Speak for: The EU should reconsider its position on softening the grip on Cuba, by demanding Human Rights to be in the agenda. 

· Voting: 3 abstentions. The resolution is urgent and will be treated in the General Assembly

· Urgent Resolution: Let democracy win in Ukraine, (submitted by the IFLRY Bureau). The situation has been developing since Tuesday; it is evidently urgent.
· Voting: resolution is urgent and will be treated in the General Assembly

· Urgent Resolution: No arms trade with the People’s Republic of China without respect of Human Rights, (submitted by the IFLRY Bureau). Meeting in European Council, the heads of state of the European Union, lead by France, have considered lifting the arms embargo in China that has been in place since the Tiananmen Square events in 1989. The Bureau makes the argument that this is urgent since Europe should not empower undemocratic regimes that abuse human rights by providing them weapons. Like the Cuba issue, this will be discussed in the next European Council meeting at the end of the year and it is thus necessary to pass this resolution now. 

· Voting: the resolution is urgent and will be treated in the General Assembly

· Urgent Resolution: Resolution on democratic empowerment of the Palestinian people, (submitted by YLC, Canada; NUV, Norway; LUF, Sweeden). The President of the Palestinian Authority Arafat died a week after the deadline for submiting resolutions. There is a need to ensure the democratic participation of the Palestinian people to create strong leadership, a framework through which real peace can be achieved.  
· Voting: Unanimous voting. The resolution is urgent and will be treated in the General Assembly.

· Urgent Resolution: Resolution on the African Union, (UJTL, Senegal). There was a logistical problem of missing the deadline. 

· Voting: the resolution is urgent and will be treated in the General Assembly

· Urgent Resolution: Resolution on interreligious dialogue, (UJTL, Senegal). There is a lack of tolerance that is feeding many of the conflicts in the world right now. 

· Voting: the resolution is urgent and will be treated in the General Assembly

· Urgent Resolution: Resolution on Digital Solidarity, (UJTL, Senegal). For the global South to have access to information in real time. 

· Speak against: JOVD makes the argument that although it is a good resolution it is not urgent. JOVD says that there was a Digital Solidarity discussion in Geneva about 12 months ago so it is not urgent; it could be discussed but not in the General Assembly. 

· Voting: 6 abstentions; 1 vote against. The resolution is urgent and will be treated in the General Assembly. 

9. Any other business

Country reports :
Country Reports for updating the activities of the organizations shall be sumbitted by the beginning of the GA.
Nominations for Bureau members: 

YLC, Canada: nominates Brigitte LEGAULT for the position of IFLRY Vice President. 
LDYS, UK: nominates Karol JENE, for the position of IFLRY Vice President. 

· The Secretary General explained that any concerns over the candidates, should be voiced if they regard the nomination procedure, not the personal issues surrounding the candidacy. 

10. Date and place of next meeting

Tentative date and place: June 3rd to the 9th 2005 in Argentina. A seminar project has been submitted to the EU Commission’s YOUTH Programme. Support is expected from regional foundations in Latin America. In this way IFLRY will function in a greater global context. 

IFLRY will make every effort to ensure funding by the first weekend of June. In late March 2005, it will inform the organizations of the availability of funding. The Bureau asked the members to inform if they know of any other proposals or sources for funding.  

11. Closing

The meeting was closed. 
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